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ISTORY of the freedom struggle for Pakistan

is a source of abiding inspiration and endur-
ing interest. Our vision of the past opens the vistas
of the future. So far there has been such a great
emphasis on the motivational aspect of the
freedom struggle that it has become cliche-ridden,
Repetition of the factors leading to Pakistan has
given rise to a petrified historical thought and
stereotypic view of national history. This state of
affairs has been made possible firstly by the
paucity of trained historians in this field, and
secondly due to the non-availability of national
records. It is not feasible for everyone to consult
the archival material in India Office Library and
Records and other reference libraries in England.
Even if it was not so difficult or so expensive,
there lurks the danger that exclusive reliance on
source material from English sources would tend
to exert an imperceptible influence on the think-
ing of the researcher. Since the researcher draws
his conclusions from given facts it is not possible
for him to take a line not warranted by archival
material before him.

As for our national archieves, they have been
in a state of culpable neglect for almost three
decades. After the imposition of Material Law in
1958, the records of All-India Muslim League were
seized and dumped away into cellars and it was
not till 1966 that these records were restored to
Karachi University thanks to the untiring efforts
of Dr. S. Z. H. Zaidi and influence of Dr. I. H.
Qureshi . It took some time before the records
were properly housed in that University and
Professor M. H. Siddiqi was appointed the Direc-
tor of the Archives of Freedom Movement. Profes-
sor Siddiqi, assisted by Mr. Ageeluzzafar Khan,
has worked for years to sort out and catalogue this

immense collection of records of the All-India
Muslim League and after a long and patient re-
search has produced this valuable volume which
would be an indispensable guide for all those who
are engaged in research on Muslim League and
the Muslim Freedom Movement in the Subcon-
tinent.

The book is not just a list of documents; itisa
well-planned and scientifically organized work
covering about 50,000 documents and printed
material under thirty subject heads/series. The
Private Collections mentioned in the book are not
large for the simple reason that very few Muslim
leaders were given to writing their diaries or
preserving their correspondence — a handicap
beyond the scope of the Archives of Freedom
Movement. There is, however, no doubt that com-
mendable work has been done in preserving not
only the Muslim League records but also the
Private Collections, some of which, including the
Collections of Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar,
Maulana Zafar Ahmad Ansari, Haji Abdullah
Haroon and Manzar-i-Alam, have already been
made available to researchers.

The volume under review is a treasure-house
of information for reconstructing history of the
All-India Muslim League. The early history of
Muslim League, formation of its rules and regula-
tions, organization of provincial branches, intra-
League co-operation and problems, corres-
pondence with the Government and the Indian
National Congress and other political and
religious organizations, in nutshel, are the major

- subjects included in the book. The bulk of these
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themes have been covered in separate sections.

The Urdu section though smaller, is very im-
portant and contains material of great value.

The Handbook is neatly arranged and finely
produced and it is confidently expected that it
would go a long way in promoting historical re-
search in the country. It would, however, be facile
to assume that the material presented here would
obviate the need of consulting the archives in the
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India Officer Library and Records which would
continue to be of crucial importance to researchers
on history of Muslim nationalism. The publication
of this Handbook is, however, a commendable ef-
fort and poses a challenge to researchers to come
forward to make full use of the materials so
meticulously organized by the Archives of
Freedom Movement of Karachi University.

Post-Doctoral Fellow
NIHCR, Islamabad.

Dr. M Yusuf Abbasi

It seems pertinent to mention here that the
work on the restoration and listing of documents
held in the Archives of Freedom Movement is con-
tinuing with unabated zeal even after the publica-
tion of the Handbook. The archival material
which, for one reason or another, could not be
noticed in it, the Archives of Freedom Movement
plans to publish its lists in the shape of supple-
ments. The first supplements of this series, spread
over 4 pages, and dealing with 27 volumes al-
together, mainly dealing with the All-India Muslim
League (1906-47), classified series, has already
been published and can be obtained from the Ar-
chives of Freedom Movement, University of
Karachi, Karachi.
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nature of disappointment with the existing situa-
tion and the forms of its demonstration. In the
colonial period the dominant ideas were those of
national liberation and the entire political and
public activities in these countries were focussed
on achieving these aims. After winning the inde-
pendence the national feelings of the victorious
peoples motivated the ideas of “state” or “new”
nationalism which were used by the ruling circles
for pursuing their own state policies. Decades of
“own” state caused disappointment among the
masses wWhich hoped for a better life after the ter-
mination of foreign rule. So, hopes were increas-



