


IN MEMORIAM
The Late Dr Waheeduzzaman

M. Saleem Akhtar

It is with feelings of profound sorrow and grief that we have
to record the death of Dr Waheeduzzaman, Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad,
on 1 October, 1988, at Birmingham, in England, where he had
gone in connection with his treatment a short while ago. He was
62 years of age. He left behind a widow, two sons and two
daughters.

The untimely death of Dr Waheeduzzaman has administered
a stunning blow to the cause of historical studies in Pakistan and
the gap which has thus been created will not be easy to fill in the
foreseeable future.

Dr Waheeduzzaman was an outstanding scholar, a distin-
guished educationist and an eminent authority on the Muslim
Freedom Struggle in the South Asian Subcontinent, and above
all, a transparently honest intellectual, who could not even ima-
gine of compromising on two things — Islam and the Ideology of
Pakistan. Humility and piety, tinged with a broad outlook, and
the special knack of endearing himself to anybody he came in
contact with were some of the very pleasant features of his
even otherwise also a very amiable personality.
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Born on 1 January 1928, at Batala, in East Punjab, he
obtained his Masters’ in Political Science and History, securing a
First Class First in the latter, from the University of the Punjab,
in 1951 and 1954, respectively. In 1954 he started his teaching
career from the Gordon College, Rawalpindi, where he taught
until 1958 when he proceeded to Canada to pursue his higher
studies in the discipline of History at the University of Toronto.
After the successful completion of his Ph.D. in 1961, he resumed
his responsibilities at Gordon College, but soon after he was
offered a Readership in the Department of History, University of
Peshawar, where he served for eleven years. In December 1972,
Dr Waheeduzzaman joined the Department of History of the
Quaid-i-Azam University, then known as the University of
Islamabad. Besides heading this Department from April 1973 to
April 1975, Dr Waheeduzzaman also worked as Dean, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Quaid-i-Azam University, from April 1977 to June
1979, acting concurrently as Vice Chancellor of the University
from June to December 1978.

From August to December 1975, the Southern Asian Insti-
tute, Columbia University, New York, invited Dr Waheeduzza-
man as a ‘Senior Visiting Scholar’; during this period he also
delivered lectures at Toronto, Pennsylvania and Harvard Uni-
versities.

From June 1979 to June 1982, Dr Waheeduzzaman served as
Executive Director of the R.C.D. Cultural Institute, Tehran, and
in June 1983 he was appointed the Director of the National
Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad.

During his long and distinguished academic career, Dr
Waheeduzzaman attended a large number of conferences and
seminars, both within and outside Pakistan. He acted as the
Sectional President of the International Congress on History and
Culture, held at Hyderabad and Lahore in April 1975, and
March 1976, respectively, and served as the Joint Secretary
General of the International Congress on Quaid-i-Azam, held at
Islamabad, in December 1976.

Dr Waheeduzzaman also participated in the Fourth Pakistan-
France Colloquium held at Paris, in May 1984, and the Interna-
tional Conference on ‘Contemporary Pakistan’, arranged by the
Columbia University, New York, in October 1984.
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Dr Waheeduzzaman was an eagerly sought after speaker who
was both articulate as well as informative. Details of the topics he
was generally invited to speak on were always on his finger tips
and he could quote chapter and verse from various authorities
ad infinitum in support of his ideas but none the less he exhibi-
ted utmost courtesy and patience in the face of those who held
opposite views.

From universities, centres of excellence, academies of higher
training, both civil as well as military, to the University Grants
Commission and the Pakistan Television, etc., he was in great
demand and year after year he favourably responded to the
requests of these institutions for occasional lectures on Quaid-i-
Azam, Pakistan Movement, Contemporary Pakistan, Igbal, Islam
and the Iranian Revolution, and for special courses on Muslim
Freedom Struggle in South Asia, in addition to his normal func-
tions as Director of the National Institute of Historical and
Cultural Research, Islamabad. Among the places outside Pakistan
where he was invited in recent years for giving talks on Quaid-i-
Azam, Igbal and_Pakistan, Abu Dhabi, Al-Ain and Kuala Lum-
pur, especially deserve a mention here. During his brief visit to
the Malaysian capital in November-December 1985 on the invita-
ticn of the Pakistan-Malaysia Friendship Society, Dr Waheed-
uzzaman incidentally watched on TV3 two episodes of Mount-
batten — The Last Viceroy. In this six-part series, the Quaid-i-
Azam and the Muslim community of the Subcontinent had been
depicted as villains, while Lord Mountbatten, the last Viceroy of
India, had been made a hero. Shocked by this glaring travesty of
facts, Dr Waheeduzzaman lost no time in calling a press confe-
rence wherein he laid bare before the media the ulterior motives
of the makers and promoters of such documentaries.

Quoting extensively from his book Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah: Myth and Reality, he stressed at length the sacrifices
made by Jinnah for the people and the extent of damage Lord
Mountbatten had tried to inflict on the Muslims of South Asia. He
described Jinnah as a ‘great leader who was intelligent, scrupu-

lously honest and deeply loved by the people’. Dr Waheeduzza-
man also spoke against the scenes in the series which showed a

group of people attacking Hindus with daggers and other
weapons. ‘How can you expect the Muslims to attack the Hindus
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when the latter represented 75 per cent of the entire population
in India then?’ he asked.

The views expressed by Dr Waheeduzzaman received wide
publicity in the Malaysian press and some of the journals even
published his photographs on their title pages.

Besides being an ex-officio member of the Boards of Gover-
nors of various centres of excellence located at different universi-
ties throughout the country, Dr Waheeduzzaman was also a mem-
ber of the Research Grants Advisory Committee, Quaid-i-Azam
University, Departmental Selection Committee of the Ministry of
Education for the Selection of Candidates against the Pakistan
Chairs abroaa; Review and Apex Committees of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, and the Scanning Committee of the National
Documentation Centre, Lahore. In June 1986, the Government
of Pakistan appointed him the Chairman of the Sub-Committee
on Greater Utilization of Various Record Collections in the
Country for Historical Research by the Universities. Dr Waheed-
uzzaman submitted his reported to the Government in early 1987.

Dr Waheeduzzaman’s major works include Towards Pakistan,
4th revised edition, Lahore, 1985: Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah : Myth and Reality, 2nd rev1sed edition, Islamabad, 1985
Quaid-i-Azam : The Founder of the Islamic State of Pakzstan
(Persian), Islamabad, 1981; and Iranian Revolution: A Profile,
Islamabad, 1985.

The Persian translation of this last mentioned book has been
serialized in the major Tehran eveninger Kayhan over the past
few months, while the complete Persian version is expected to
be published in book form from the Iranian capital in the near
future.

Dr Waheeduzzaman also co-authored A Short History of
Pakistan, vol. IV, Karachi, 1967, and Pakistan Studies, Peshawar,
1995.

He also edited the 3rd volume of the proceedings of the First
Congress on the History and Culture of Pakistan held at the
University of Islamabad in April 1973 under the title The Quest
for Identity (Islamabad, 1974).

Besides, co-editing the Pakistan Journal of History and
Culture and a collection of articles by eminent scholars on the
tneme of Islam in South Asia, in collaboration with the writer of
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these lines, for the last almost two years the main pre-occupation
of Dr Waheeduzzaman had been to convince the powers that be
of the necessity of publishing a multi-volume series of Docu-
ments relevant to the Muslim Freedom Struggle in South Asia, on
the pattern of the 12-volume famous Transfer of Power series,
published by HMSO, London, during the years 1970-1983, and
the recently launched Towards Freedom project of the Govern-
ment of India, which has already brought out its first hefty
volume pertaining to the year 1937.

Dr Waheeduzzaman had also chalked out an elaborate plan
for holding a colloquium on ‘Forty Years of Pakistan’ to take
stock of our achievements and failures as a nation during the first
four decades of our independent existence, but it could not
materialize during his lifetime because of some unavoidable cir-
cumstances.

% % % ok ok

The immediate reaction to the death of Dr Waheeduzzaman
was that of a national loss. The President, Mr. Ghulam Ishag
Khan while expressing his deep sense of grief and sorrow over the
death of Dr Waheeduzzaman in a message to the wife of the
deceased, said: ‘Dr Waheeduzzaman was an eminent scholar of
history who had devoted his life for projecting Pakistan’s move-
ment and its ideology in their true perspective. His monumental
work on Quaid-i-Azam and Pakistan bear testimony to his deep
love for Pakistan and its Founder. He was considered to be an
authority on Pakistan. In his death the nation has lost a great
intellectual whose death will be widely mourned in literary and
cultural circles.’

The Governor of the Punjab, Makhdum Sajjad Hussain Qureshi,
also sent a condolence message to Mrs Waheeduzzaman wherein
he described him as ‘a great authority on the culture and history
of Pakistan and expressed the hope that ‘his valuable services will
be remembered in the field of history for ever’.

EEEER
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X 2245 CA145 ISLAMABAD & STE 165/162
WIDOW OF DR WAHEED-UZ-ZAMAN,

H.NO/356, ST.NO.14

F-10/2 ISLAMABAD

| AM DEEPLY GRIEVED TO LEARN ABOUT THE SAD DEMISE OF YOUR
ILLUSTRIOQUS HUSBAND (.) PLEASE ACCEPT MY HEARTFELT

CONDOLENCES AND SINCERE SYMPATHIES (.) LATE DR WAHEED-UZ-ZAMAN
WAS AN EMINENT SCHOLAR OF HISTORY WHO HAD DEVOTED HIS LIFE

FOR PROJECTING PAKISTAN'’S MOVEMENT AND ITS IDEOLOGY IN THEIR

TRUE PERSPECTIVE (.) HIS MONUMENTAL WORK ON QUAID-1-AZAM AND
PAKISTAN BEAR TESTIMONY TO HIS DEEP LOVE FQR PAKISTAN AND

ITS FOUNDER (.) HE WAS CONSIDERED TO BE AN AUTHORITY ON PAKISTAN(.)
IN HIS DEATH THE NATION HAS LOST A GREAT INTELLECTUAL WHOSE DEATH
WILL BE WIDELY MOURNED IN LITERARY AND CULTURAL CIRCLES(.)

MAY ALLAH REST THE DEPARTED SOUL IN ETERNAL PEACE AND GRANT

YOU AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE BEREAVED FAMILY COURAGE AND
FORTITUDE TO BEAR THIS IRREPARABLE LOSS WITH EQUANIMITY (.) AMEEN
GHULAM [SHAQ KHAN PRESIDENT

OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN |SLAMABAD

0 1525 N 34 |SLAMABAD 6/10 53/51

BEGUM WAHEEDUZZAMAN
HOUSE NO. 356
STREET NO. 14

SHAL IMAR 10/2

| SLAMABAD: -

ON THE SAD DEMISE OF YOQUR BELOVED
HUSBAND WE CONVEY OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES
AND PRAY TO GOD TO BESTOW PEACE ON HIM
AND GIVE PATIENCE TO YOU TO BEAR THIS
LOSS :-

MIR MAHMOUD MOUSAVI
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC OF [RAN:-
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The body of Dr Waheeduzzaman arrived from England on 5 _l
October, 1988, and was laid to rest in the Islamabad Graveyard
the same day in the afternoon, in the presence of a huge crowd
of his students, friends, relatives, admirers, and top civil and
military dignitaries, including the Minister and the Secretary for
Education, Government of Pakistan, Chairman, University
Grants Commission, and Vice Chancellors of all the three Univer-
sities located in Islamabad.

After the burial ceremony was over, floral wreaths were
placed on the grave of Dr Waheeduzzaman, on behalf of the
Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, Allama Igbal
Open University, National Institute of Pakistan Studies and the
National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad.

As a further mark of its appreciation for Dr Waheeduzza-
man’s contributions in the realm of historical studies in, and
about, Pakistan, the Ministry of Education, Government of
Pakistan, held a reference in ‘D’ Block of the Pakistan Secreta-
riat, on 9 October 1988, which was attended by a host of dis-
tinguished scholars, besides the higher echelons of the Ministry
itself.

Addressing the gathering on this occasion, the Federal
Education Secretary, Dr S.M. Qureshi, especially referred to Dr
Waheeduzzaman’s strong desire for the implementation of his
project on the Collection of Documents on Muslim Freedom
Struggle in South Asia and remarked that Dr Waheeduzzaman
was a noted researcher who through his writings and speeches
propounded the historical compulsions for the creation of a
separate state for-the Muslims of South Asia in the shape of
Pakistan and always sprang to its defence whenever anybody
questioned the necessity and rationale of its existence.

Dr A.W.J. Halepota, Professor G.J. Pareshan Khattak, Pro-
fessor Saeeduddin Dar, and Professor M.A. Siddiqui also remini-
sced about their impressions of the late scholar on this occasion
and paid glowing tributes to his memory. The reference conclu-
ded with the offering of Fateha for the deceased.

Condolence meetings were also held at various other places,
including the National Institute of Historical and Cultural Resea-
rch, the Quaid-i-Azam University Campus, and the Quaid-i-Azam
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Academy, Karachi. The following resolution was passed by the
latter:

This meeting of the Staff of the Quaid-i-Azam Academy records its

heartfelt sorrow on the sad demise of Prof. Waheeduzzaman, Director,

National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad. His

contribution towards writing an authentic history of the Pakistan Move-

ment and in presenting a balanced image of the Quaid-i-Azam would
be long remembered.

This meeting offers its heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family and

prays to Almighty Allah to shower His choicest blessings on the depar-

ted soul. :

Lest the readers should be misled to conclude from the fore-
going lines that the constituency of Dr Waheeduzzaman’s ad-
mirers comprised only the students and specialists of modern
period, we would like to reproduce verbatim two of the
numerous condolence messages received by the writer of these
lines from a cross-section of scholarly community. The writers
of both these letters are senior historians of our country and are
reckoned among the foremost authorities on the early medieval
phase of the Muslim history of South Asia.

Dear Dr Saleem Akhtar,

On behalf of the members of the Institute and on my own behalf
I write to convey our sense of shocked grief on the sad and untimely
demise of Dr Waheeduzzaman. He was one of our foremost scholars
and was still in the prime of his life. He contributed to national life
both in scholarship and in academic leadership. I have lost in kim a
personal and highly esteemed friend, and we have all heen bereaved of a
distinguished scholar whose commitment to learned pursuits and to the
promotion of such pursuits was exemplary and inspiring.

May God grant him peace, and fortitude to the members of the
bereaved family. Could you kindly convey our sincere condolences to
them,

Yours sincerely,

LRI AER A
(Riazul Islam)*

*  Professor Emeritus Dr Riazul Islam is former Head of the Department
of General History and a Founder Member and Secretary of the Insti-
tute of Central and West Asian Studies, University of Karachi.
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My dear Dr Saleem Akhtar,

It was shocking to hear about the unexpected death of Dr Wahee-
duzzaman. We already suffer from woeful inadequacy of scholars of
calibre and competence in the country, and the loss of a senior teacher
of history, who served the cause of historical studies and research in
various institutions with distinction and merit, is all the more poignant
and disconcerting.

In Dr Waheeduzzaman’s death I have lost a personal friend and
colleague, I pray to God to rest his soul in peace.

I also offer my heartfelt condolences to you and the staff of the
Institute, and the members of the family of late Dr Waheeduzzaman
and pray to Allah to give you all the strength to bear the great loss,
Amen.

Yours sincerely,

4 S5

(M.H. Siddiqi)t
* %k ¥ %k %k

Dr Waheeduzzaman’s three-year-long stay in Tehran — June
1979 to June 1982 — as the Executive Director of the R.C.D.
Cultural Institute coincided with the turmoil and turbulence
following the overthrow of the Shah. Fate had flung him into the
most cherished vantage point at the right moment to watch
with his own eyes one of the rarest events the like of which
seldom unfolds in everyone’s lifetime. Undistracted by the din
and drama surrounding the American hostages in the US Em-
bassy, the flurry of bomb explosions and frequent shoot-outs
among rival groups, Dr Waheeduzzaman observed all the develop-
ments with the acute eye of a professional historian and on his
return to Pakistan on the basis of these observations and much
serious reading he had done to place them in their proper pers-
pective, published a book entitled Iranian Revolution: A Profile.
His own standing, facile pen and the array of evidence he mar-
shalled to substantiate his conclusions not only allayed the fears
of his compatriots about the revolution blooming across our
western border, but also won him and his homeland many

T Professor Dr M.H. Siddiqi is also a former Head of the Department of
General History and Director, Archives of Freedom Movement, Univer-

sity of Karachi. Presently he is serving as an Honorary Adviser to the
latter organization.
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friends in the neighbouring Iran. This was amply reflected in
the condolence message of the Iranian Ambassador, Mir
Mahmoud Mousavi, to Begum Waheeduzzaman. Besides, the
Cultural Counsellor of the Islamic Republic of Iran also separa-
telv condoled with the Begum Sahiba.

Yet another important proof of goodwill Dr Waheeduzza-
man generated in Iran is the excellent ode in Persian which was
composed spontaneously by the renowned Iranian scholar, Dr
Muhammad Husayn Tasbihi to mourn his death, and which
appears elsewhere in this issue.

* ok ok k %k

A great deal has been said about the erudition, activities and
achievements of Dr Waheeduzzaman. But as far as the human
aspect of his personality is concerned, I can hardly do better than
invite the attention of readers to a letter to the editor published
in the Pakistan Times, Rawalpindi, 6 November 1988, by some-
one by the name of Mr M. Nawaz Qasmi 6f Multan, who had
known Dr Waheeduzzaman for well over three decades and chose
voluntarily to depose on the bar of public opinion that:

The hallmark of Dr Waheeduzzaman’s personality was commitment —
he was a committed teacher, a committed scholar and a committed
patriot. He was the true embodiment of “friend, philosopher and
guide’. 1 am one of the many beneficiaries of his kindness. Although I
came in contact with him only as a student more than thirty three years
ago but he continued to shower his kindness on me to his last day. He
was a beloved teacher and remained so for his students. All that I may
hoast of achievement in life, I owe in greater measure to his kindness. I
ceased to be his class student thirty years before but he was always
prepared to come to my help whenever the need arose. And look at his
greatness — he never even once hinted at the kind acts done to me! Dr
Waheeduzzaman rose in life and prominence — . .. — but humility, the
true mark of humanity, never left him. He was a thoroughly religious
and God-fearing person, but he always tolerated difference of opinion
with grace, a rare quality found these days. He has left for his heavenly
abode much early. Life, however, will not be the same for those who
loved him and whom he loved.—
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